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Instruction :— Attempt all the questions as per given instructions.
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What does the title, 'Lost Spring' convey?
Mark-4 Word Limit 75-100
Why does the author say that the bangle makers are caught in a vicious
Mark-4 Word Limit 75-100
web?
Q.

3.

Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follows: .
1 X 4 = 4 Mark
"The stunted unlucky heir
Of twisted bones, reciting a father's gnarled disease,
His lesson, from his desk. At back of the dim class
One unnoted, sweet and young. His eyes live in a dream,
Of squirrel's game, in tree room, other than this."
Who is the unlucky heir?
What has he inherited?
Who is sitting at the back of the dim class?
What quality of the unlucky heir is depicted in the stanza?

Q.

4.

Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow.
1. "Who doesn't know how to cook rice? Cooking rice hardly takes
time." said my father. So, I challenged myself. I switched from news
to YouTube and typed, "How to cook rice?" I took one and a half cups
of rice. Since I didn't have access to a rice cooker, I put the rice in a
big pot. Firstly, the rice has to be washed to get rid of dust and starch.
I thought I won't be able to drain the rice and that it will fall out of the
pot. I observed the chef as I swirled the rice around and used my
dexterous hands to drain it, not once, not twice, but three times. I
looked down at the sink and saw less than 50 grains that made their
PTO...02
way out of the pot. Suffice to say, I was up to the mark.
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The video stated that the key to perfect rice is equal amounts of rice
and water. I have heard that professionals don't need to measure
everything; they just know what the right amount is. But as this was
my first time in the kitchen, I decided to experiment by not measuring
the water needed for boiling the rice. I wanted the rice to be firm when
bitten, just like pasta. I don't enjoy the texture of mushy rice. It has to
have that chutzpah; it has to resist my biting power just for a bit before
disintegrating.
After what seemed like 10 minutes, all the water disappeared. I went
in to give it a good stir. To my surprise, some of the rice got stuck to
the pot. I tried to scrape it off but to no avail. At the same time, there
was a burning smell coming from it. I quickly turned the stove off
"What have you done to the kitchen?" shouted Mother, while coming
towards the kitchen. I managed to ward her off
4. Finally, when the time came to taste my creation, I was surprised! It
wasn't bad at all. The rice had the desired consistency. Sure, a little
more salt would've been better, but I just added that while eating. The
experience was fairly rewarding and memorable. It taught me a new
sense of respect for those who cook food on a regular basis at home or
engage in gourmet creations professionally.
(a) On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, make notes
using points and also use abbreviations wherever necessary.
Supply a title for the passage.
Mark-4 Word Limit 75-100
Q. 5. Read the passage given below
There is nothing more frustrating than, when you sit down at your table
to study with the sincerest of intentions and instead of being able to
finish the task at hand you find your thoughts wandering. However,
there are certain techniques that you can use to enhance your
concentration. "Your concentration level depends on a number of
factors," says Samuel Ghosh, a social counsellor. "In order to develop
your concentration span, it is necessary to examine various facets of
your physical and internal environment," she adds.
To begin' with one should attempt to create the physical environment
that is conducive to focused thought. Whether it is the radio, TV or your
noisy neighbours identify the factors that make it difficult for you to
focus. For instance, if you live in a very noisy neighbourhood, you could
try to plan your study hours in a nearby library.
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She disagrees with the notion that people can concentrate or study in an
environment with distractions like a loud television, blaring music etc. "If
you are distracted when you are attempting to focus, your attention and
retention powers do not work at optimum levels," cautions Ghosh. "Not
more than two of your senses should be activated at the same time," she
adds. What that means is that music that sets your feet tapping is not
the ideal accompaniment to your books'?
Also do not place your study table or desk in front of a window. "While
there is no cure for a mind that wants to wander, one should try and
provide as little stimulus as possible. Looking out of a window when you
are trying to concentrate will invariably send your mind on a tangent,"
says Ghosh.
The second important thing, she says, is to establish goals for oneself
instead of setting a general target and then trying to accomplish, what
you can in a haphazard fashion. It is very important to decide what you
have to finish in a given span of time. The human mind recognises fixed
goals and targets and appreciates schedules more than random
thoughts". Once your thoughts and goals are in line, a focused system
will follow.
She recommends that you divide your schedule into study and recreation
hours. When you study, choose a mix of subjects that you enjoy and
dislike and save the former for the last so that you have something to
look forward to. For instance, if you enjoy verbal skill tests more than
mathematical problems, then finish Mathematics first. Not only will you
find yourself working harder, you will have a sense of achievement when
you wind up.
Try not to sit for more than 40 minutes at a stretch. Take a very short
break to make a cup of tea or listen to a song and sit down again. Under
no circumstances, should one sit for more than one and a half hours.
Short breaks build your concentration and refresh your mind. However,
be careful not to overdo the relaxation. It may have undesired effects.
More than anything else, do not get disheartened. Concentration is
merely a matter of disciplining the mind. It comes with practice and
patience and does not take very long to become a habit for life.
(a) On the basis of your reading of the above passage, write a summary
of the passage in about 80 words. Supply a suitable title.
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